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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  ST.  THOMAS. 


Public  Health  Department , 
26,  East  Southernhay, 
EXETER. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  ny  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1955,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  in  general  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Rural  District  has  remained  satisfactory. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  ‘diseases  (excluding  measles) 
has  been  relatively  low,  and  although  10  cases  of  polioniyelitis 
did  occur,  all  but  the  one  fatal  case  were  of  a  mild  type.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  once  again  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred, 
but  it  is  stressed  that  it  is  still  necessary  for  children  to  be 
immunised  if  that  dreaded  disease  is  to  be  maintained  in  check. 

With  regard  to  the  statistics  for  the  area,  it  is 
noted  that  the  birth  rate  (14«4)  remained  practically  the  same  as 
the  previous  year,  but  the  death  rate  (I5.O4)  fell  slightly  below 
that  of  1954  (15*40)  •  V/hilst  the  infant  mortality  for  England  & 
Wales  reached  a  record  low  figure  of  24* 9^  the  rate  for  the  St, 
Thomas  Rural  District  was  even  lower,  via,  23*6. 

It  is  regrettable  to  note  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  suicide  from  2  in  1954  to  11  in  the  year  under  review. 

Included  with  this  report  are  the  reports  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  and  the  Coimcil's  Engineer,  to 
whom  I  should  like  to  express  ny  thanks  not  only  for  their 
reports  but  also  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  express  iry  appreciation  for 
the  help  and  support  which  all  members  of  the  Council  have  given 
me,  and  to  thank  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  willing 
co-operation  and  able  assistance  given  to  me  at  all  times. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  G.  ANDERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  STATISTICS  CF  THE  AREA. 


Ajt g q,  ( in.  nci Gs)  •••  •••  •**  ••• 

RcsidGnt  Popiolation  Mid  Ygot  1955 

as  GStimatGd  by  thG  Ragistrar  CGiiGral 

liumbGr  of  inhabited  houses . 

Rateable  Value:  1st  Aprils  1955 . 

1st  April,  1956 . 

Product  of  a  penny  rate:  1955/56 . 

1956/57 . 


114,592 

32,440 

9,460 

£176,777 

£331,945 

£740 

£1,324 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(a)  Live  births. 


Males 

Females 

Total  1 

1 

: 

Legitimate 

221 

221 

442  i 

i 

j  . Illegitimate 

12 

24  i 

j  Total 

233 

233 

466 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated, resident  population,.  14.*4 

Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population...  16. 4 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

England  &  Wales...  15*0 


(b)  Still  Births. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

2 

9 

Illegitimate 

,  1 

.  ** 

1 

i  Total 

3 

2 

10 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births...  21.01 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  &  Wales....  23.1 


(c)  Deaths. 


Males  Females  Total 

222  ’266  488 


Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population. , . 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population. . . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  England  .&  Wales 
Death' ‘from  puerperal  causes  "...  . ,  ,  ••• 


15.04 

12.6 

11.7 

1 
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(d)  Infant  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age.) 


1  .  ,  .  . 

Males 

Females 

Total 

I  Legitimate 

4 

. 

6  1 

10 

. . . 

Illegitimate 

: 

1 

1 

^  Total 

4 

7 

11 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ...  ,,,  23,6 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births,  England  and  Wales,. ,  24.9 

3.  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE. 

(Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population). 

During  1955  233  male  and  233  female  (total  466)  babies  were 
born.  Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  total  births  showed 
an  increase  of  5.  The  standardised  rate  per  1,000  estima.ted 
resident  population  was  16. 4^  and  was  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  total  live  births  registered  in  England  and  Wales  during 
1955  was  664,711,  which  was  7,924  less  than  the  total  for  1954? 
and  represents  a  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  of  15.0. 

The  Standardised  live  birth  rate  during  the  last  10  years  was 
as  follows:-  -  ■ 


1  ■ . 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949" 

’"1950 . 

'1951 . 

’1952"'" 

"1953 . 

1954" 

■■'19551 

j 

|St.  Thomas 

1  R.D. 

16.3 

17.9 

15.5 

13.3 

. . . 

12.4 

13.2 

12.5 

14.02 

14.3 

14.4: 

■Standard¬ 

ised 

+ 

■** 

+ 

. . 

+ 

+ 

15.5 

16,63 

15.8 

17.7 

16.3 

16. 4I 

'England  & 

■  Wales 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

15.2 

15. 0| 

4.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE. 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births). 

Of  the  466  children  born  during  1955,  24  votb  illegitimate,  i.e. 
7  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  live 
births  was  51.5. 

The  Illegitimate  birth  rates  d.uring  the  last  10  years  were 
as  follows:- 


[ 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

jSt.  Thomas 

R.D. 

\  CO 

1 

:  « 

1 . ° 

57.0 

. 

48.5  - 

' 

43.5 

43.5 

• 

55.0 

45.4 

58.2 

36.9 

51.5 

j 

5.  STILL  BIRTHS 
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(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). 

The  number  of  still  births  which  occurred  during  1955 >  viz  10 
was  3  more  than  in  tho  previous  year,  but  the  still  birth  rate  of 
21.0  v/as  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (23.1). 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  still  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years 


i 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1  St.  Thomas 

R.D. 

14.9 

19.3 

22.6 

37.1 

27.3 

27.8 

24.6 

26.2 

14.9 

21.0]j 

1  England  & 
j  Wales 

27.2 

24.1 

23.2 

22.7 

22.7 

23.0 

22.7 

22.5 

24.5 

23.1 

6.  DEATHS. 

During  1955?  408  persons  normally  resident  in  the  rural  district 
died  (222  males,  266  females)  which  represents  a  corrected  death  rate 
of  15.04,  but  when  allowance  for  age  and  sex  distribution  has  been 
made  represents  a  "standardised”  death  rate  of  12.6.  This  rate  is 
slightly  lower  than  that  for  1954  hut  is  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole  (11.7).  Tho  following  table  shows  the  corrected 
and  standardised  death  rates  for  the  St.  Thomas  R.D.C.  for  the  last 
10  years 


\ 

r 

t 

1 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 1 1954 

1 

1955  ^ 

I 

1  Corrected 

11.7 

12.4 

10.2 

11.6 

12.0 

12.0 

• 

0 

1 — I 

. f-"'" . 

14.9  1  15.4 

15.04 

1  Standard- 
i  ised 

f 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10.2 

10.3 

8.7 

I 

12.5  i  12.7 
. . . j . 

■ 

12.6 

1  England  & 

I  Wales 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 

11. 6 

12.5 

11.3 

i 

j 

11.4  1,11.3 

11.7 

(b)  Age  at  Death. 


1 

1 

! 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

, 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

i 

j . . . 

\ 

j  llales 

60.7 

62.4 

. 

67.2 

65.6 

67.4 

66.9 

66.8 

66.4 

65.2 

68.1 ; 

1  Females 

65*2 

69.1 

68.5 

70.9 

72.5 

73.4 

69.2 

67.7 

0 

• 

0  ‘ 

70.1  1 
* 

i  Both.. sexes 

63.0 

65.6 

67.8 

68.3* 

69.9 

70.05 

67.9 

67.05 

67.6 

69.1  ■ 

i England  M 

i  ^ 

!  ^Wales  F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

66.49 

65.84 

67. od  67.3 

j 

67. 5d 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71.22 

70.88 

72.35 

72.44 

73.05; 

Expectation  of  Life  from  "Provisional  Statistics  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1955" 

It  may  be  noted  that  54  years  ago  in  I9OI  the  expectation  of  life 
for  a  male  child  was  48.53  years  and  a  female  child  52.38  ^/ears. 
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(c)  Causes  of  Death, 

Tlie  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  (data  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General). 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total  i 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

6 

2 

1 

8  1 

1 

1  Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

- 

2  1 
1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

1  1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

. . . 

1 

1  1 

i 

■  Cancer 

Malignant  neoplasm^  stomach 

”  *'  lungj  bronchus 

"  "  Breast 

"  uterus 

Other  Malignant  ^  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

14 

14 

3 

2 

7 

3 

17 

7  1 
16 

7'  I 
3  i 

31  1 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
(cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.) 

21 

31 

52  1 

1  . 

i  Coronary  disease  (Heart  disease) 

30 

19 

49  1 

I  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

4 

7  j 

. 1 

!  Other  heart  disease 

i  • 

;60 

88 

148  i 

j 

1  Other  circulatory  diseases 

s 

»  ^ 

11 

19  i 

: 

Influenza 

1 

4 

5  1 

^eumonia 

9 

17 

26  1 

Bronchitis 

8 

4 

12 

; 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system  ’ 

^  l' 

3 

3 

4  1 

. . . . [ 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

1 

^  i 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3  1 

1  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

4  1 

i  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

: 

5 

. „.j 

5  1 

. . . . . 1 

i  Pregnancy,  chp-dbirth,  abortion. 

1 

1  i 

}  ***** 

1  Congenital  mo,lformations 

1 

.  3  . 

1 

4  1 

j  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

27 

38  1 

i  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

1 

5  ; 

1  All  other  accidents 

S 

12  1 

1  Suicide 

5 

6 

11  1 

I  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

t  ; 

1  1 

i 

1  1 

All  causes 

. . . 

222 

266 

488  1 

-  7  - 


The  most  prevalent  cause  of  death  during  1955  was  that  of  heart 
disease  2O4  cases  (4l*S^  total  deaths).  Cancer  was  the  cause  in 
64  cases  (13.1%  total  deaths )j  and  intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
such  as  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  was  responsible  for 
52  deaths  (10, 704 ‘total  deaths). 


(d) 

Deaths 

due  to 

Motor  Accidents, 

1, 

Male 

42 

Multiple  injuries  to  the  head  and  nock. 

2. 

Male 

48 

Pulm,  embolism  due  to  femoral  venous  thrombosis 
due  to  fracture  dislocation  of  the  cervical 
spino.  (ikitor'  car  ran  off  end  into  field). 

3. 

Male 

60 

Fracture  of  the  skull  and  injury  to  the  brain. 

4» 

Male 

64 

Laceration  of  the  heart  muscles  due  to 
fractured  ribs. 

5. 

Female 

37 

Compound  fracture  of  the  skull  and  damage  to  the 
brain. 

(0) 

Deaths 

due  to 

other  accidents# 

1,. 

Male 

39 

Fracture  of  the  skull  and  injury  to  the  brain. 

2. 

l^le 

51 

Poisoning  by  tetrochlorothene  taken  in  the 
form  of  insecticidei  *  i.-;‘ 

3. 

Male 

65 

Cerebral  anoxia  due  to  heart  failure  due  to  the 
use  of  anaesthetic  which  caused  a  sudden  drop 
in  blood  pressure# 

4. 

Ifele 

72 

J’^ocardial  failure  caused  by  Atheroma  and 
Thrombosis  accelerated  by  a  fracture  of  the 
left  femur. 

5. 

Female 

43 

Physeptone  poisoning.  (Given  for  relief  in 
pain  in  arm,  hand  and  shoulder). 

6, 

Female 

46 

Cholaomia  caused  by  hepatitis  and  heart  failiu'e 
due  to  mitral  disease  accelerated  by  a  fall. 

7, 

Female 

76 

Broncho  pneumonia,  senility  and  senile  psychosis 
following  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  right 
femin:# 

8. 

Female 

77 

General  toxaemia  following  a  fracture  of  the 
left  hip. 

9. 

Female 

79 

Barbiturate  poisoning. 

10, 

Female 

81 

Hypostatic  broncho-pneumonia  following  a 
fracture  of  the  right  femur. 

11. 

Female 

85 

Carbon  monoxide  (coal  gas)  poisoning. 

(f) 

Deaths 

duo  to 

Suicide, 

1, 

Ihle 

45 

Traumatic  laryginitis  and  thrombosis  of  the  right 
common  carotid  artery  duo  to  hanging.  Took  his 
own  life  while  the  balance  of  his  mind  was 
disturbed. 

2, 

Male 

48 

Asphyxia  from  drowning.  Deceased  took  his  own 
life  while  the  balance  of  his  mind  was  disturbed. 

3. 

liilo 

57 

Asphyxia  by  strangulation.  Took  his  own  life 
while  the  balance  of  his  mind  was  disturbed. 
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4* 

Male 

73 

%ocardial  insufficiency  due  to  shock  x^rhilst 
hanging,  self  inflicted.  Suicide  whilst  the 
balance  of  his  mind  was  'disturbed. 

5. 

Hale 

92 

Massive  haemorrhage  following  guashot  wounds 
to  the  neck  and  upper  chest,  Tdok  his  own  life 
while  the  balance  of  his  mind  was  distmbed. 

6. 

Female 

41 

Pulmonary  Oedema  due  to  acute  left  Ventricular 
failure  due  to  drinking  paint.  Took  her  ovm  life 
while  the  balance  of  her  mind  was  disturbed. 

7. 

Female 

49 

Carbon  monoxide  (coal  gas)  poisoning.  Took  her 
own  life  while  the  balance  of  her  mind  v/as 
disturbed. 

s. 

Female 

52 

Extensive  gun  shot  injuries  to  tho  head  and 
fe.ee.  Took  her  own  life  while  the  balance  of 
her  mind  was  disturbed. 

9. 

Female 

53 

Circulatory  failure  due  to  barbiturate  poisoning. 
Took  her  own  life  while  the  balance  of  her  mind 
was  disturbed. 

• 

o 

1 — 1 

Female 

54 

Barbiturate  poisoning.  Took  her  own  life  while 
the  balance  of  her  mind  was  disturbed. 

• 

1 — 1  I 

1 — 1 

Ft male 

60 

Asphyxia  due  to  hanging.  Took  her  o\m  life 
while  the  balance  of  her  mind  was  disturbed.. 

(g)  The  following  tnblo  shows  tho  incidence  of  death  at  various  age 
groups  (from  returns  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar  of  Births 
and  Deaths)* 


Age  Groups 

14ales 

FemoJ.es 

Total:, 

Percentage 

Under  1  year 

4 

.  7 

11 

i 

2.25 

1  1  and  under  2  yoars 

- 

- 

i 

1  2  + 

- 

, _ 

.  —  •  . . 1 

1 

si 

i 

- 

I 

1  10  + 
j 

M. 

1  20  f 

1 

5 

6 

1.23  ^  1 

i 

1  30  + 

6 

3 

9 

1.84  1 

\  40  + 

10 

10 

20 

4.09  1 

1  50  + 

1 

25 

28 

53 

10.86  1 

i 

i  60  + 

t 

51 

40 

91 

18.65  1 

1  70  + 

79 

91 

170 

. 

34.84  1 

I  80  + 

i 

40 

.  67 

107 

21.90  1 

1  90  + 

6 

15 

21 

4.30  1 

|l00  + 

- 

- 

i 

:  \ 

1 

1  All  ages 

222 

266 

48B 

\ 

'■  j 
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7.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Eleven  infants,  4  raales  and  7  females,  under  the  ago  of  1  year 
died  during  1955.  This  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
23.6,  which  is  slightly  below  that  for  England  and  Wales  (24.9). 

The  infant  morta.lity  rate  represents  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  causes  of  death  of  these  infe,nts  wore  as  follows 


Sex 

■ 

Age 

Cause  of  Death. 

F 

1  hour 

la.  Prematurity. 

M  ■ 

2  hours 

la.  Hydrocephalus  and  prematurity. 

M 

2  hours 

la.  Multiple  congenital  abnormalities. 

F 

11  hours 

la, Prematurity  28  weeks. 

F 

1  day 

la,  Pulm,  atelectasis, 
b.  Congenital  atresia  of  larynx. 

F 

1  day 

la.  Pulmonary  Atelectasis  and  prematurity, j 

F 

1  day 

la.  Anoxic  haemorrhage,  I 

b.  Knotting  of  umbilical  cord  (in  utero)  | 

M 

i 

t 

1  day 

i 

la.  Atelectasis,  | 

b.  Prematurity  (32  weeks)  1 

1  F 

1  day 

i 

la.  Prematurity.  1 

( 

I  F 

i . . 

4  days 

la.  Prematurity  and  atelectasis.  1 

1  M 

i 

i 

10  months 

i 

■  •  '  ■  ■  ■*  1 
la.  Cerebral  venous  thrombosis, 

b.  Congenital  heart  disease.  I 

2.  Dextracardia,  1 

.  ..  .i 

8.  DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Measles 

- 

( 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

Diarrhoea 

i 

i 

.  II  . - . . . 

. -- - - - 
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9.  CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  decreased  from  79  in  1954  io 
64  in  1955 and  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  the  rate 
per  cent  decreased  from  15*9  in  1954  io  13»1  in  1955. 

The  parts  of  the  body  affected  are  given  in  the  following  tabic 


Males 

......M  ................... 

Females 

Total 

Stomach 

4 

3 

7 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

14 

2 

16 

Breast 

- 

7 

7 

Uterus 

. . . . . . 

3 

3 

All  other  sites 

17 

31 

Total 

32  ■ 

3. 

1 

64 

; 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  last  10  years 
is  as  follows s- 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

|1950 

^  1951 

^1952 

1953 

1954 

1955I 

Males 

17 

27 

24 

27 

27 

27 

30 

34 

41 

32  1 
j 

Females 

26 

34 

29 

31 

27 

, 

26 

33 

31 

38 

32  1 

1 

Both  sexes 

43 

61 

53 

58 

54 

53 

63 

65 

79 

64  1 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Resident 
Population 

1.50 

2.12 

1.72 

' 

• . . 

1.86 

i 

1.7 

'  ^  . 1 

•  1 

1 

1.97 

— . 

2.04 

2.45 

— . 1 

1.9 

10.  Il^ECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  1955 y  41S  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  xirere  notif  iod|Whioh  is  I64  more  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

(a)  Poliomyelitis . 

Ten  cases  of  Polionyelitis  occurred  during  the  year,  mostly 
of  a  mild  type.  The  most  severe  case  was  that  of  a  woman  of  38 
who  died  two  days  after  being  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Of  the  remaining  9  cases,  3  wore  of  a  non-paralytic  nature,  the 
patients  being  a  girl  age  7  and  two  boys  age  12  and  5.  All  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  but  were  discharged  after  a  short 
period.  The  remaining  6  wore  all  comparatively  mild  cases  of  a 
paralytic  type 5  a  girl  of  19,  a  boy  of  16,  two  boys  (brothers) 
age  9  and  1,  a  girl  of  10,  and  a  man  of  32.  All  made  satisfactory 
recoveries.  Host  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  period  July -Sept ember. 
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(b)  I'Jho oping  Cough, 

Only  46  ca,ses  were  notifiedj,  as  compared  v;ith  134  in  the 
previous  year. 

(c)  Ifeasles . 

283  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  year,  compared  with 
-  62  in  1954. 

The  seasonal  incidence  of  measles  in  the  St.  Thomas  Rural 
District  and  England  &  Wales  as  a  whole  was  as  follows;-  ' 


i  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl.j  May 

June 

July  1  Aug. 

Sept. 

*  1  f 

Oct.  1  Nov. i  Dec. 

^  i  ; 

f  :  ; 

3  1  20  1  51  i 

St.  Thomas 

2 

i 

3  j3S 

52 

1 

77 ;  30 

■ 

i 

2 

1 

93 

114 

74 

1  England  & 

j 

i  Wales 

245,937-- 

316,826 

99,734 

31,244 

(d)  Diphtheria. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  for  the  5th  consecutive  year  there 
has  been  no  Case  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district. 


Tabular  Statements  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

(e)  The  incidence  during  1955  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  is  tabulated  hereunder;-  . 


Diseas G- 

Gases 

notified 

Institutional  ['  Cases  ad- 
cases  inclu-  1  '  mitted  to 
ded  in  Col.  2.  j  hospital 

Measles 

283 

4 

2 

j  VAiooping  Cough 

46.. 

mm 

.  i 

j  Scarlet  Fever 

15 

- 

3 

1 

j  Dysentery  " 

1 

■  1 

- 

■  Pneumonia 

48 

2 

3 

J 

i  ■  Puerperal  iyrexia 

2-  ' 

- 

•1  1 

Erysipelas  ' 

4 

- 

1 

i 

1  Food  Poisoning 

9 

..  s 

- 

1 

Polionyelitis 

. . . . . . 

ID 

t . 

10 

1 

TOTAL 

4I8  , 

7 

20 

12 


(f)  The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
grouped  according  to  age;- 


"ndor 

“1 

•- 

1+ 

2+  |3+  1 

1  i 

■ 

4+ 

5+ 

lO  1 15+ 

20f  135+ 

45+ 

65+  1  Total! 
:  1 

ffeasles 

4 

16 

20  1 19 

30 

156 

28  1  2 
? 

5 

1 

2 

”  i  283  1 

j 

Whooping  Gough 

4 

3 

2  1  6  ^ 

: 

7 

21 

{ 

1  1  - 

1 

-  I  1 

1 

-  i  IaJo  \ 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

-  j  1 

7 

4  1  2 

j 

m  1  at* 

- 

-  1  15 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

-  1  - 

1  1  1 

Pnoiunonia 

- 

1  1  2 

- 

6 

3  1  1 

5  1  2 

14  1  43  j 

Puerperal  f^rexia 

- 

j 

—  .  — 

- 

j 

2  1  - 

- 

"I  2  1 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

• 

• 

j 

> 

_  I  ». 

: 

1 

3  1  4 

Food  Poisoning 

! 

: 

2 

• 

1  1  1 

L . . . 

5 

-  !  9  ! 

Polionye litis 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2  1  2 

j 

“  1  2 
t 

- 

“  i  10 

Total 

8 

21 

23  |28 

1 

137 

195 

38  j  7 

13 

7 

23 

18  1  418 

(g)  Table  showing  the  incidence  (numbers  notified)  of  various 
infectious  diseases  during  the  last  10  years s-  ^ 


1946119471 1948 

L . . . 5 . . . 

1949 

1950  1  1951 

1 

1952 

1953 

1954  i 

1955] 

. 

Measles 

92 

300 

38 

468 

23 

748 

r . . . 

25 

644 

62 

i 

283  1 

Whooping  Gough 

54 

103 

99 

65 

171 

123 

48 

^184 

134 

46  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

21 

7 

53  1  23 

28 

29 

. 24 . 

19 

15  i 

1 

I>ysentery 

5 

. 

38 

. . . 

1 

- 

. .  ■ 

8 

43 

.... 

15 

3 

1  1 

1 

Pneumonia 

35 

33 

10 

32 

32 

55 

30 

28 

1  j 

[  r~\ 

1  ^ 

1 

48  1 

Puerperal 

iyrexia 

2 

. . 

3 

3 

6 

2 

6 

4 

3 

1 

} 

2  1 

1 

Gerebro-spinal 

fever 

_ 

2 

2 

- 

1 

*** 

- 

1 

mm 

j 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

2 

1 

4 

' 

3 

9  1 

Polionyelitis 

_ 

5 

_ _ _ _ 

mm 

3 

7 

5 

1 

10  1 

Diphtheria 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

. 

. — 

- 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

7 

. 

1 

13 

1 

9 

7 

4 

4  1 

: 

i  Para-typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

i 

1  Oph, 

1  Weonaturum 

1 

1 

- 

1 

...... 

- 

- 

'  : 

Malaria 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  1 

Pemphigus 

Neonatorum 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

”  i 

Salmonella 

Infection 

- 

4 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

i 

Jaundice 

1 

.  . 

- 

- 

” 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

»  i 

Total 

232 

518 

164 

1 

641  1  263 

980 

187 

901 

255 

418  1 
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11.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  1955?  34  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  (20 
males  uid  14  females).  The  majority  (2S)  of  these  cases  were 
clinically  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  the  remainder  (6) 
Tuberculosis  of  other  parts  of  the  body,  5  cases  included  in 
the  above  figure  were  patients  who  had  moved  into  the  district 
after  the  diagnosis  has  been  made  elsewhere. 

The  number  of  cases  still  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were:- 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

202 

193 

395 

Non-Pul  mo  nary 

61 

76 

137  1 

Total 

j 

263 

269 

. . . .  .  I 

1 

532 

The  age  distribution  of  new  cases ^  localisation  of  the  disease 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1955  were  as  follows 


■  I®V7  GASES'^- 

DEATHS  1 

AGE 

PERIOD 

'  xlESPIRATORI 

NON-RESPIRATORY 

RESPIRATORY 

iNQN-RESPIRATORY 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

i 

i 

1  H 

1  1 

o 

i 

1 

% 

•• 

1  - 

r’ . 

2  - 

5  - 

15  - 

5 

3 

.  . . . 

2 

1 

1 

■ 

i 

i 

25  - 

2 

. 

•  -  .. 

{  ^*4  i 

35  - 

4 

1 

. . 

2 

j 

45  - 

2 

•* . . .  . 

1 

2- 

1 . i,..,... 

1 

55  - 

3 

. 

i 

65  - 

■ 

1 

2 

3  ' 

1 

1 

1 

1  All  Ages 

19 

7 

2 

6 

2 

— 

i 

1 

2 

6 

8 

e 

1 

34 

* 

9 

I 


On  receipt  of  a  notification  of  Tuberculosis  the  housing  conditions 
milk  supply,  etc,  ore  investigated  in  collaboration,  with  the  Chest 
Physician  and  whore  necessa.ry  the  appropriate  recommendations  are  made 
to  the  Housing  Committee, 

I 

.  A  > 

I  y 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Ifedical  Officer  of  Health  during  1946-1955  is  given 
in  the  following  table 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

M 

PULMONARI 

F 

8 

11 

16 

13 

; 

i  24 

19 

34 

17 

■ 

14 

19 

6 

16 

16 

18 

1 

20 

17 

11 

19 

9 

M 

NON- 

2 

6 

3 

3 

1  2 

4 

' 

1 

1 

PULMONARYp, 

; 

6 

3 

4 

5 

*7 . . . 

4 

5 

4 

6 

10 

5 

TOTAL 

. , 

22 

36 

. . . 1 

39 

39 

1 

40 

44 

39 

35 

43 

34  1 

1 

. . 4 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  1955  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  is  as  follows 

Cases  Notified  Death  P^ate 

1.05  0.28 


12.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 

The  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority 
(Devon  County  Council)  under  Part  II  and  III  of  the  Act  applicable 
to  your  district  are  briefly  set  out  below. 


PART  II.. 

(a)  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES. 

(i)  General. 

The  Rural  District  is  well  served  by  the  following  hospitals 

1.  Royal  Devon  cc  Exeter  Hospital.  Southernhay  East,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  59261)  320  beds. 

2.  Princess  Elizabeth  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Buckerell  Bore, 

Exeter.  (Tel.  No,  54217)  115  bods. 

3.  West  of  England  Eye  Infirmary,  Magdalen  Street,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  73183)  62  beds. 

4.  Exmouth  Cottage  Hospital,  Claremont  Grove,  E:cmouth. 

(Tel.  No.  4381)  45  beds. 

5.  Budleigh  Saltcrton  Cottage  Hospital. 

(Tel,  No,  20)  22  beds. 
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Tho  Plastic  surgery  centre  for  Devon  is  hold  at  the  Royal  Devon 
&  Exeter  Hospital  on  the  2nd  Thursday  in  each  month  from  9*30 
to  12. 30.  Mr.  Fitz-Gibbons  and  Mr.  Bodenham  of  the  S.W.  Regional  ■ 
Hospital  Board  attend. 

(ii)  Maternity. 

1.  Poltimore  Nursing  Home  -  7  beds. 

2.  Red  hills  Hospital,  .St,  Thomas,  Exeter.  (lO  beds) 

3.  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital  for  complicated  or  difficult  cas03» 

(iii)  Isolation. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Whipton  (Tel.  No.  Exeter  67158)  as  in  previous  years. 

I  should  like  to  record  ny  sincere  appreciation  for  the  ready 
help  and  co-operation  given  at  all  times  by  Dr.  R.  P.  Boyd,  the 
Resident  Physician,  and  StalT  of  the  Hospital. 


(iv)  Smallpox. 

A  smallpox  hospital  of  28  beds  at  Upton  lyne  administered  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  available  in  case  of  need  (Tel.  No. 

Stoke  Canon  207). 

Should  your  I'fedical  Officer  of  Health  require  the  services  of  a 
consultant,  arrangements  have  been  made  to  call  upon;- 

Name  Address  Telephone 

By  Day  By  Night 

Dr.  C.  Seward  ,  20,  Southernhay  West,  Exeter.  Exeter  72110  4120 

Dr.  W.  J.  Laird  City  Hospital,  Exeter.  Exeter  72671  73116 

Dr.  A.  H.  G.  Down  1,  The  Ifede,  Whipton,  Exeter.  Exeter  73805  67121 

(b)  LABORATORY  FACILITH^S. 

Bacteriological  and  Serological  examinations  are  carried  out  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  7,  Dix's  Field,  Exeter  (Tel.  No,  Exeter 
54959)  under  tho  direction  of  Dr.  B.  Mbore,  v/hose  ready  co-operation 
and  help  I  wish  to  aclcnowledge. 


(c)  ¥EL]EREAL  DISEASE. 

Under  the  present  scheme  free  advice  and  treatment  are  available 
to  all  persons  at  the  following  centre 


EXETER 


MALES 


FEMALES 


Royal  Devon  <Sc  Exeter 
Hospital 


Mon,  7  -  8  p.m. 
Fri.  2-3  p*m. 


Mon.  6  -  7  p.m. 
Fri.  3-4  P*m. 
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’(d)  CAJrlE  of' MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Under  the  Devon  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  V/elfare 
Scheme  infant  welfare  centres  are  held  ats- 


(1)  The  Council  School,  Alphington,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays 
of  each  month  from  2  p,m,  to  4*30  p.m.  Dr,  Walker  attends. 

(2)  The  Girl  Guides  '  Room,  Broadclyst,  on  the  2nd  and  4^^^  ■ 
Thursdays  from  2  p.m,  to  4*30  p.m.  Dr,  Lockhart  attends  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  each  month, 

(3)  The  Memorial  Hall,  Topsham,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays 
from  2  p.m.  to  4*30  p.m,,  attended  by  Dr.  Walker. 


During  the  year. the  following  attendances  were  made:- 


Parish 

Mothers 

Infants 

1-5  years 

Alphington 

316  . 

+ 

31 

247 

+ 

25 

131 

+ 

Broadclyst 

323 

64 

199 

45 

183 

3 

X  Whimple 

96 

7 

6a 

12 

43 

j 

X  Kenton 

93 

3 

39 

3 

93 

Topsham 

556 

35 

379 

50 

252 

+ 


Columns  denoto  attendances  for  the  first  time. 


^Due  to  the  very  poor  attendances  at  the  Whimple  and  Kenton 
Centres,  it  was  decided  that  they  should  be  closed;  consequently 
the  former  was  closed  in  October  1955  and  the  latter  in  May  1955 • 


(e)  IIvlMUNISATIOM  AWD  VACCINATION. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  immunisation  scheme  has  now  (at  the 
time  of  writing)  been  extended  to  include  immunisation  against 
whooping  cough  and  polionyelitis.  The  present  practice  is  to  offer 
vaccination  against  smallpox  at  the  age  of  3  laonths,  and  to  give 
the  three  injections  of  the  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
immunisation  at  4#  5  and  6  months  of  age.  Boosting  doses  are  still 
required  against  diphtheria  at  the  ages  of  5  years  and  10  years. 

During  1955 356  children  were  given  a  primary  course  of 
diphtheria  immunisation  and  554  were  given  boosting  doses.  This 
however  shows  a  decrease  on  the  numbers  immunised  during  the  previous 
year,  when  431  children  were  given  initial  immunisation  and  607 
received  boosting  -doses. 
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MNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SAiJITARY  DISPEGTQR  and  SURVEYOR 

for  the  year  1955« • 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ry  Annual  Report,  and  the 
following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  iry 
department  during  the  year,  under  review. 


1.  DRABIAGE. 


(i)  Existing  properties. 

Premises  connected  to  sever.  . . 

Premises  redrained  and  septic  tanks  provided 
Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ... 

Baths  provided  . . 

3 mks  pr o vr de d  ...  •••  ..i 

^^iscellaneous  drainage  work  . .  ... 


34 
38 
42 
37 

35 
24 


(ii)  New  houses  and  other  buildings  (not  including  Council  Houses). 


Connected  to  sewer •••  •••  •••  8B 

Connected  to  septic  tanlcs  .  48 


2.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Total  number  of  houses  connected  to  public  water 

mains  at  the  end  of  1955  .•  . .  •  .  . . 5  #  124 

Total  number  of  houses  obtaining  water  from 

standpipes  at  end  of  1955  .  ‘163 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  mains 

during  the  year  (including  Council  houses)  ...  284 

Number  of  water  samples  sent  for  bacteriological 

analysis  during  the  year  by  the  Department  • . .  113 


The  results  of  all  thb'  samples  talcen  for  bacteriological 
analysis  are  tabulated  below 


i 

1 

Glass 

Well-  Supplies' 

Mains  i 

Public 

Private 

Ehginebf^s  ]  North  Devon  | 
Department  [  Water  Board  1 

Satisfactory 

- 

54 

4  -i  ■  ■  ^3  -  i 

Doubtful 

2 

■  1  ^  ■  i 

Unsatisfactory 

' 

1  ■ 

56 

i  2  1 

Total 

i 

1 

112 

4  15 

j 

3.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


*  Enquiries  made  in*  conAbc'tion  with  cases  of 

infectious  diseases 


Visits  re  disinfections 
Number  of  houses  fumigated 
Verminous  premises  (fleas) 


•  •  •  •  •  » 

•  •  9  9  •  • 


•  • 


•  9  • 


29 

-4 

4 

2 


•  ♦  9 


9  9  9 
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4.  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  in  September,  1955 >  it  was  resolved 
that  consideration  of  all  applications  for  slaughterhouse  licences  be 
deferred  for  six  months,  i.e,  until  30th  April,  1956,  but  that  notices 
be  served  on  each  applicant  as  provided  by  Section  57(3)  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1938,  and  amended  by  the  Slaughterhouse  Act, 
1954>  specifying  the  works  considered  necessary  to  render  the  premises 
suitable,  with  the  exception  of:- 

(i)  The  slaughterhouse  at  Longdown  in  the  Parish  of 

Alphington,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Eastmans,  Limited. 

(ii)  The  slaughterhouse  at  The  Mill  in  the  Parish  of 
Otterton,  occupied  by  I'tr.  S.  F.  Payne, 

(iii)  The  slaughterhouse  at  Riverview,  in  the  Parish  of 
Whimple,  occupied  by  I'k.  R.  Webber. 

In  the  case  of  (i),  it  was  resolved  that  these  premises  should 
be  licensed  up  to  31st  July,  1959|  and  in  the  case  of  (ii)  and  (iii), 
it  was  resolved  that,  provided  4II  remedial  works  were  completed  to 
the  Council’s  satisfaction,  both, these  premises  should  also  be 
licensed  until  31st  July,  1959* 

Thus  all  the  previous  licences  issued  were  to  remain  in  force 
until  at  the  latest  30th  Aprils  1956,  and  then  be  reconsidered. 

Messrs,  Eastmans  commenced  slaughtering  on  10th  October,  1955 > 
at  the  reconditioned  slaughterhouse  at  Longdown,  Whilst  there  were 
some  minor  teething  troubles,  the  principle  difficulty  encountered  was 
that  of  diepoaal  of  blood,  and  complaints  were  received  from  farmers 
and  other  residents  with  land  bordering  the  Alphin  Brook  below  Monies 
Cross  of  discolouration  of  the  stream.  This  matter  was  taleen  up  with 
Messrs,  Eastmns,  and  some  remedial  works  were  put  in  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Details  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
throughout  the  district  during  1955  are  as  follows 


Cattle  1 
Excluding! 
Cows 

1 

I 

COWB 

j 

Calves 

Sheep  i 

&  I 

Lambs 

Pigs  i 

i 

Number  killed 

1,098 

; 

732 

327 

3,127  ; 

930  ; 
! 

Number  inspected 

1,098 

732 

327 

3,127 

930 

1 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

i 

--j 

3 

7 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

' 

4O8 

500 

388 

48 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

37.l6fo 

68.30^ 

.92% 

■i2.63% 

5.48% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

. 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

64 

1 

1  139 

i  - 

27 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

5.83f° 

|l9.53^ 

; 

{ 

j 

\ 

2.90% 

tuberculosis 
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Five  beef  _ carcases  were  foimd  to  be  affected  with  Cysticerciis 
Bovis  and  the  carcases  sent  to  Pinhoe  Cold  Stores  for  holding  for 
the  required  period  of  21  days  at  21°Fj,  the  affected  parts  being 
destroyed* 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year 
was  9  tons,  7  cwt.  0  qrs.  16  lb. 


The  analysis  of  carcases  and  organs  condemned  and  destroyed  is 
as  follows 


Part  condemned 

;  1 

:  .  .  ,  j 

Bullocks 

s 

t 

1 

Calves 

Sheep  Sc 
Lambs 

Pigs 

l^Tolo  curb  as  0S  1 

i 

3 

. 7 . ' 

3 

1 

Heads  and  tongues 

90 

- 

- 

41 

Lungs 

204 

16 

26 

Livers 

758 

516 

15 

Stomachs  and  intestines 

U 

- 

- 

I  Kidneys 

26 

1 

. 1 . 

1  Hearts  .  -  • 

12 

mm 

1 

mm 

Flank  (part) 

2 

- 

1 

- 

i  l^senterys 

48 

wm 

- 

- 

Spleens 

42 

** 

— 

•M 

j  Udders 

7 

••• 

. 

•M 

Hindquarter 

1 

- 

Forequarters 

11 

- 

. . . . .  . . 

**  1 

Tripes 

!  51 

t 

i 

Briskets 

. ^ . 

. . . 

** 

Skirts  j  15 

.  .  ‘ . . . . . . . .  _  ..J _ _ 

- 

■ 

1 

1 

\  Shoulder  (part) 

1 

- 

- 

i 

i  Foreknuckles 

- 

8 

**  i 

1  Breast 

1 

j 

- 

1 

-  ■ 

i  Loin 

- 

- 

,  ^ 

„  “  . . J 

p ' Leg  (part) 

j 

— 

1  1 

In  addition,  108  lbs.  of  sausage  meat  was  condemned* 
5.  INSPECTION  CF  OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES. 


Grocers  and  General  Provision  Shops 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

97 

Number  of  inspections  made... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

29 

Bakehouses  and  Bakers  shops 

•  «  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

24 

Number  of  inspections  made*.. 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

11 

Butchers  ’  shops  ...  •. . » 

«  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

25 

Number  of  inspections  made. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

81 

Slaughterhouses  in  use  ' . . . 

.  5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

10 

Number  of  inspections  made. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

845 

Fish  shops  (wot  and  fried  fish) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

Number  of  inspections  made. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

2 
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Cantoens  (School  and  Works) 
Number  of  inspections  made. . . 


57 

4 


Food  Preparation  Rooms  -  Inspections 


Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Number  of  inspections  made... 


7 

1 


Restaurants  . 

Number  of  inspections  made... 


38 

18 


Inspections  of  hawkers ’  vans  and  stalls 


1 


Fublxc  Rouses  S2 

Number  of  inspections  made .  5. 


6.  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 

1,372  tins  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs J  15  cwts.  2  qrs,  10  lb* 

7.  ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  premises.^registered  .  74 

Number  of  premises  registered  but  not  retailing  6 

Number  of  premises*- selling  pre-packed  ice  cream  71 

Number  of  promises,  selling  loose  ice  cream  only  3 

Number  of  manufacturers  (one  cold  mix,  one 

pasteurised)  ...  2 

% 

During  the  year  34  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises, 
as  compared  with  57  in  the  year  1954p  and  ’the  number  of  samples  taken 
was  23 j  as  compared  with. .33  in  the  previous  year.  As  pointed  out  last 
year,  the  other  work  of  the  department  has  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  little  time  can  bo  devoted  to  visits  to  these  premises |  this 
accounts  for  the-  decrease  on  last  year’s  figures.  In  addition,  many 
of  the  retailers  sell  the  same  manufactured  commodity,  and  as  long  as 
specimen  samples  are  talcen  of  deliveries  ly  the  same  manufacturer  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  district,  the  production  and  distribution  of 
ice  cream  should  be  offoctivoly  covered.  Birring  the  very  hot  months 
of  summer,  the  Laboratory  was  unable  to  accept  samploQ  for  testing  owing 
to  the  excessive  temperature  of  the  water. 


The  results  of  samples  and  comparative  results  of  previous 
years  are  as  follows:- 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955  i 

Grade  I 

53 

.  ,74.67o 

" 

65,31% 

. 18 

54.55% 

10 . 

43.48% 

Grade  2 

■  12' 

.  17.0% 

”  '  9 
18.36% 

10 

30.33% 

6 

26.09% 

j  Grade  3 

t 

4"' 
6.0%, . , 

'  6 

,12.25%.  . 

• 

5 

15.15%  ■ 

. 

4 

17.39% 

\ 

Grade  4 

2 

2.8C1F/0 

2 

.  4.08% 

- 

3 

13.04% 
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8.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  1QZ.Q. 

Number  of  miHc  distributors  in  the  District 

(15  of  which  have  premises  outside  the  District)  38 
Number  of  dairies  in  the  District  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  inspections  made .  I5 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken . _ 

^  Number  of  producer/retailors  .  163 


9*  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  -  Section  269 > 

During  the  year  there  were  10  new  applications  to  license  sites 
under  the  above  Act^  of  which  8  were  granted  and  2  refused.  In 
addition,  24  applications  for  renewal  were  granted.  During  the  year 
there  were  69  licenses  in  operation,  all  of  which  were  issued  for 
periods  of  more  than  12  months.  58  inspections  of  sites  were  carried  out. 

There  arc  at  present  eight  large  caravan  sites  in  this  District, 

vizs- 


Alphington 

The  Firs,  Balcers  Hill  ... 

16 

Alphington 

"Exonia",  Pocombe  Quarry  ... 

172 

Topsham 

Newport  Park  ...  . . 

90 

Otterton 

Carter's  Field  . ... 

25 

Otterton  _ 

Ladram  Bay  Cafe  ...  ... 

20 

Kennf  ord 

Haldon  Chalet ...  ...  .... 

15 

Tedburn  St.  Mary 

"The  Rod  Indian”  . 

100 

Rockbeare 

Bidgood  Arms  . 

12 

Thore  are  in  addition  12  sites  where  the  numbers  of  caravans 
vary  between  4  and  6.  The  two  fields  at  Otterton  are  licensed  fer 
summer  use  only.  The  Tedburn  St.  Mary  site  is  not  licensed. 


10.  REFDSE  COLLECTION  AMD  DISPCSAL. 

The  comprehensive  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  District 
continued'  to  function  satisfactorily,  although  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  number  of  developed  sites  and  individual  houses,  flats,  etc* 
which  have  been  erected  in  the  seven  years  since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme  have  added  considerably  to  the  work  entailed* 

Number  of  inspections  regarding  refuse  collection  ...  110 

Number  of  inspections  regarding  refuse  disposal  ...  '  173 

The  disposal  of  household  refuse  has  been  by  controlled  tipping 
at  the  following  places J- 

Avlesboare  -  An  excellent  site  has .  been,  provided  on  his  farm  1:^ 

Mr.  Drake  of  Livermores  Farm,  and  tipping  was  commenced  there  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  This  serves  a  rather  large  area  and  should 
provide  a  good  site  for  the  next  five  years* 

■  Broadclyst  -  The  tip  at  Ashclyst  Farm  was  actually  completed 
during  the  year  but  at  the  request  of  the  owners  and  tenant  it  was 
decided  to  continue  to  use  the  tip  so  as  to  raise  the  level  of  the  site, 
and  this  will  enable  us  to  continue  tipping  for  a  few  more  years* 

Chris tow  -  Refuse  from  the  parishes  of  Bridford,  Christow  (part) 
and  Dunsford  will  bo  talcen  to  this  tip  for  some  time* 
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Clyst  St.  George  -  Kenniford  Farm  has  continued  to  provide 
excellent  tipping  sites,  and  we  are  anticipating  having  little 
difficulty  in  this  area. 

Exninster  -  This  tip  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

Starcross  -  As  in  the  past  we  only  talco  refuse  to  this  tip  during 
the  winter  months  so  as  to  avoid  any  nuisance  caused  by  flies. 

Woodbury  The  tip  commenced  necr-  the  previous  site  and  consisting 
of  a  deep  ditch  some  300  yards  in  length,  continues  to  provide  plenty 
of  space  for  controlled  tipping  and  should  be  available  for  some  years. 
In  the  Ebford  area  we  wore  requested  by  Hr,  Shepherd  to  fill  in  a  pond 
on  his  land  as  it  was  causing  a  nuisance  through  mosquito  infestations, 
and  work  of  tipping  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  It 
is  hoped  to  make  continued  use  of  the  site  during  1956, 

I*/himple  -  A  small  amount  of  controlled  tipping  has  been  carried 
out  on  land  at  Strete  Farm  by  permission  of  Hr.  Mingo,  and  this  should 
be  finished  early  in  1956, 

General  -  Wo  are  finding  a  number  of  farmers  and  owners  availing 
themselves  of  our  services  for  filling  up  old  clay  pits  and  depressions 
on  their  land,  and  we  are  often  receiving  offers  of  sites  from  people 
in  several  localities.  This  is  extremely  useful,  and  vie  hope  to  be  able 
to  avail  oursolves  of  these  offers  as  the  years  pass.  Sites  at 
Woodbury  Salterton  and  Colaton  Raleigh  have  also  been  offered  us,  and 
it  is  visualised  that  they  will  bo  used  early  in  1956. 


11.  SALVAGE. 


The  following  table  compares  the  amount  of  materials  collected  in 
1955  with  the  respective  receipts 


Materials 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs, 

lb. 

£ 

s. 

d.  1 

Waste  paper 

IE 

0 

1 

0 

634. 

13. 

2.  1 

Cardboard 

19 

6 

3 

"d-" 

! 

1  to 

13. 

8.  1 

I  Mixed  metals 

"5  ' 

■  19 

2 

18 

72. 

12. 

z . t 

1  Rags 

0 

6 

0 

14 

7. 

13. 

2,  1 

i  Total 

: 

110 

12 

3 

4 

893. 

12. 

\ 

1 

1 

12.  HOUSMG.  ’ 

(a)  HOUSING  ACT.  1936;  PARTS  II  AND  III  -  HOUSCTG  REPAIRS  MD  RENTS 

ACT,  195 A;  SECTION  I. 

Required  Form  of  Fro po sals. 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  area 

Part  I,  The  total  piroblom. 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  within  the  medning  of  Sec,  9  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  &  Rents  Act  1954  and  suitable  for  action 
under  Sec.  11  or  Soc.  25  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary 

for  securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (l)  5  years. 


6,873 


463 
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Part  2,  Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and 
already  covered  by  operative  clearance  or 
compulsory  purchase  orders  or  oraed  by  the 
local  authority  .  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  X;rhich  are  already  in  clearance 
orafiD  oJ^d  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory 
purchase  orders  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Minister  but  have  not  yet  become  operative  . . .  Mil 

Part  3.  Action  in  the  first  five  years. 

(v)  Number  of  -  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance 
areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory 
purchase  orders  are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to 
be  purchased  by  agreement  within  the  5  years..  Nil 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in 

clearance  ar’eas  still  to  be  declared  and  which 
within  the  five  years  will  be  owned  by  the  local 
authority  or  will  have  been  included  in  a 
clearance  order  or  a  compulsory  purchase  order 
submitted  to  the  Minister . .  30 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii)(iv)(v)  and  (vi) 

to  be  patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within 
the  five  years  under  Section  2  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954?  for  temporary 
accommodation  . .  ...  Nil 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii)(iv)(v)  and  (vi)  to 

be  demolished  in  the  five  years...  .  30 

(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already 

comprised  in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be 
demolished  in  the  five  years  as  a  result  of  action 
imder  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  433 


(b)  HOUSfflG  IMPROVEMENT  GPJUMTS  -  -Housing  Acts.  1949  and  1952. 

During  1955?  the  Council  continued  to  administer  these  Acts  by 
making  grants  towards  improvements  to  houses  as  commenced  in  the  previous 
year.  Owing  to  the  nev/  legislation  coming  into  force  under  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954?  increased  propaganda  at  Government 
level,  many  more  people  became  aware  of  the  help  that  could  be  given 
them  in  reconditioning  property,  and  as  a. result  a  fax  greater  number 
of  applications  vrere  received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


The  following  schedule  gives  details  of  the  applications  received 
and  dea.lt  with  during,  1955:- 


Total  applications  • , . 
Number  of  houses  involved 
Number  approved 
Number  refused  ... 

Number  deferred  ... 

Number  withdrawn 


49 

71 

44  (59  houses) 
2 
1 
2 


Total  estimated  expenditure 

(all  applications)  ...  £47,000 
Total  grantable  expenditure  ...  £35,3^1 
Total  grants  .  £15,911 
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(c)  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

In  the  post  war  years  a  total  of  1,022  Council  houses  have  been 
erected,  and  during  the  year  1955  a  further  66  houses  became  available. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year-,  with 
a  classification  of  tenants j- 


1 

Total  No, 
of  houses  • 
inspected 

Classification 

1 

Excellent j  Very  good 

1 

Good  i  Fair 

i . 

r  . . 

Poor  i 

i 

. . . ^ . 

: 

10  1  10  •  ■ 

37.03^'  1  37.03^. 

; 

; 

■'6  i  1 

22.22%  j  3.70% 

1 

1 

j 

-  1 

1 

Maintenance  of  Council  Houses. 


Parish 

No ,  of 
Houses 

Work  Carried  out 

Lympstone 

10 

2  Complete  External  Painting. 

8  Front  doors  only. 

Pinhoe 

40 

External  painting. 

Poltimore 

4 

External  painting.  | 

Rockbeare 

6 

... 

i 

External  painting.  j 

Starcross 

8 

■  External  painting. 

Topsham 

i 

43 

. 

32  complete  External  Painting, 

16  Decoration  of  brickwork  only. 

No,  of  inspections  of  Council  Houses  for  all  purposes  -  1,429* 


13.  PLANNING. 

The  following  tables  show  under  what  headings  a  total  of  739  plans 
were  submitted  during  the  year.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  many  such 
approvals  were  sought  under  both  Town  and  Country  Planning  and  ^olaws 
and  in  consequence  come  under  more  than  one  heading.  It  should  also 
be  noted  that  the  tables  give  only  a  picture  of  actual  approvals  in 
the  12  months  and  many  plans  submitted  had  not  been  finally  approved 
at  the  end  of  the  year  but  were  carried  over  to  1956. 

(a)  BYELAWS  ONLY. 


Drainage 

Additions 

Conversions  Garages 

Others 

43 

35 

u.  - 

47 

91 

PLAl'INraG 

0IU.Y. 

Sites 

Access 

Petrol 

Temporary 
Advts,  Caravans 

Others 

170 

28 

10 

28  17 

123 

(c)  FLAMING  AND  BYEUVJS 


•  V. ; 
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New  houses  New  buildings 


154 


22 


Conversions 

&  additions 


34 


Flat 


Approved 

Byelaws  Planning 


418 


491 


Disapproved 
Byelaws  Planning 


17 


80 


Foundations 


248 


Drainage 

400 


Completions  Other  visits 

309  1,102 


14.  HOUSING  INSPECTIONS.  •  ■  .  .  ' 

The  work  of  the  department  dioring  1955  under  these  headings  was 
as  follows;- 


NEW  BUILDINGS  INSi^CTED. 

Visits  re  foundations  . 

Visits  re  drainage  . 

Visits  re  complptions . 

Other  visits  . 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Houses  inspected  . 

Reinspections  . 

Informal  notices  served;  abated. . . 

in  hand 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

Verminous  premises  inspected 
Disinfestations  . 

HOUSING  ACTS. 


Houses  inspected  .  ... 

Reinspections  . . 

No.  reported  as  being  not  in  all  respects 

fit,  and  notices  served  . 

Demolition  orders  made  . 

Houses  demolished  . ... 

Undertakings  accepted  . 

Houses  repaired  and  made  fit  ... 

Still  under  consideration  . . . 

Closing  Orders  . 


248 

400 

309 

1,102 


109 

263 

24 

96 

6 

2 

4 


2,915 

844 


7 

8 
.1 
8 
0 
1 
2 


'll 


15.  NO.  OF  PETROLEUM  LICENCES  ISSUED. 


No.  of  premises  licensed  to  store 

No.  of  promises  licensed  to  store 
Carbide  of  Calcium 


148 


26  - 


16.  FACTORIES  ACT.  1937  and  1948. 
PAxRT  I  THE  ACT. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector), 


i  •  ■  ■ 

Premises 

Number  on 
register 

Number  of  ! 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written  i 
Notices  i 

OcQupiers 
Prosecuted  1 

: 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
sections  l,2,3^4i  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

22 

6 

- 

- 

1  (2)  Factories  not  included 

!  in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 

1  is  enforced  the  Local 

I  Authority 

38 

27 

i  (3)  Other  Premises  in 
i  which  Section  7  is 

1  enforced  by  the  Local 
i  Authority  (excluding 

1  outworkers’  premises) 

19 

15 

1 

. 

1 

; 

1 

Total 

79 

48 

1 

2.  Cases  in- which  defects 'were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No .  of 

cases  in  i 

>/hich  pros-  j 
acutions 
wore  insti-  1 
tuted  1 

i 

I  Particulars  ■ ■ 

1 

Found 

. 

Remedied 

Rofei 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

ured 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

j  Want  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1  Sanitary  conveniences 

1  (a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

i  (b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

i 

I  (c)  Not  separate 

1 

1 

- 

.  1 

. 

\  for  sexes 

— 

— 

j  Total 

2 

2 

2 

P/IIT  VniOF  THE  ACT. 

OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  work 

No.  of  out-^orkers  in  August 
list  required  by  Sect.  110(l)(c) 

Wearing  apparel  -  making,  etc. 

I 

3 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

j 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

2  i 

.  .  i 

1  Furniture  and  upholstery 

1 

3  .1 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or  parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially  of  paper 

2  1 

1 

i 

i  Total 

.  10 

27 


17.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19A9.  -  Report  for  12  months  ended 
31st  fcch,  1956. 


Type  of  Property 

. 


Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Total  of! 
Cols  1, 

2,  &  3. 

Agricul-  i 
tural  1 

i 

1.  No.  of  properties 
in  District 

34 

9,157 

325 

9,516 

r 

806  1 

2.  No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  (a)  notification 
(b)  Survey  under  the  j 

Act,  (c)  otherwise,  | 

e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some 
other  purpose. 

a.  9 

b.  25 

c.  19 

190 

1,109 

4,729 

5 

53 

199 

1,139 

4,801 

i 

148 

21 

i 

i 

3,  Total  inspections 
carried  out,  including 
re-inspections 

558 

7,532 

213 

8,303 

18:3  1 

1 

4.  No.  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec.  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by; 

/  \  Major 

(a)  Rats  Minor 

(b)  MLoe 

Minor 

28 

74 

2 

5 

105 

64 

3 

4 

mm 

2 

1 

133 

140 

5 

10 

j 

2  i 

r 

.5.  No.  of  infested 
properties  (See  Sec. 

4)  treated  by  the 

Local  Authority 

109 

i . . 

176 

3 

1 

! 

288 

• 

I 

j 

!  i 

6.  Total  treatments 
carried  out,  including 
re-treatments 

\ 

1 

1 

1 

I 

j 

i 

7.  No.  of  notices 
served  under  Sec.  4 
of  the  Act. 

1 

i 

! 

**  1 

8.  No,  of  ca.ses  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following  the 
issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sec.  4» 

' 

- 

1 

: 

j 

9.  Legal  Proceedings 

\  tmm 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10.  No.  of  "Block" 
control  schemes 
carried  out 

1  89 

- 

1 

i 

t 

i 

i  89 

1 

.  ■  j 

I  am,  J'tr,  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Yoiir  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  HAWKER, 

M. I.Ifun,  &  Cy.  Engineers, 

C.R,  San.  Inst.,  F.S.I.A., 
Cert.  Meat  &  Food  Insp. , 
Registered  Architect, 

Sanitary  Inspector  &  Surveyor. 
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Rural  District  Council 


OF 


ST.  THOMAS 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP 


the 


ENGINEER 

for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1956 


-  oOo  - 


0,  HOWARD  PENDLEBURY,  B,Sco(Eng)cHonSo , 
A»M»  IrCoEo  ,AoM,  loMechoEo  , A., Me  I « Eo  Eo  . 
AoMeToPe lo leWeE, ,AeMe loStructoE-  5 
MeleMUnoEe,  MoInStoHoEe,  MeR.SeHe, 

Engineer  to  the  Council, 

Sto  Thomas  Rural  District  Council, 
26,  Southernhay  East, 

E  X  E  T  E  R 


May,  1956 
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STc  THOMAS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ENGINEER *S  DEPARTMENT 
STAFF 


Engineer  to  the  Council 

Co  Howard  Pendlebury,  B*Sc o (Eng) oHons • , 
London,  AoMoIoCoEo,  AoMo loMechoEo , 

AoMe loEoEo ,  MeloWeEe,  AeMoT.PoIe, 
MeloMun.Eo,  MoReSoHe,  AoMo lo Struct oEe , 
MoInstoHeEo,  Testamur  and  ToP,  Certo, 
Institution  of  Municipal  Engineers » 

Assistant  Engineer 

Lo  To  Palmer,  AoMo loMunoEo ,  Testamur 
Institution  of  Municipal  Engineerso 

Engineering  Assistant 

Jo  Fo  Battersbyo 

Draughtsman 

Fo  Co  Garland o 

Secretarial 

Lo  Co  Ao  Hillo 

Junior  Assistant 

Jo  Rawe,  StudoIaCoEo,  Stud, loMunoE. , 

StudoIoWoEo  (until  3181  December , 1 955) 

Co  Do  King,  Stud.I.CoEo,  Studo I.MunoEo , 
StudoIoWoEo  (as  from  1st  March,  1956) 

Articled  Pupil 

So  Ro  Ward,  StudoIoCoEo,  Stud. loMunoEo , 
Studo Io\¥oEo  (as  from  12th  September, 

1955) 

EMPLOYEES 


Waterworks 


Sewerage 


Water  Inspector 
Vifater  Inspector 
Full  time 

Part  time 

Foreman  Bricklayer 
Full  time 
Part  time 


Ao  We  Miller,  RePc 
Re  Le  Fo  Jeffrey 

2  Plumbers 

3  Mainlayers 

^  Skilled  Labourer 
3  Pump  Attendants 

A.  Ae  Neman 
9  Watermen  (Sewage) 
2  Attendants 
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RURA.L  DISTRICT  OP  SAIOT  THONIAS 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  ENGINEER 


for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Memloers  of  the  Saint  Thomas  Rural  District 
Council : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  annual  report  covering 
the  work  undertaken  in  the  Engineer's  Department  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  31st  March,  1956. 

No  alterations  have  taken  place  in  the  administrative  boundary 
of  the  District  during  the  current  year.  The  area  of  the  District 
being  114j592  acres  and  some  21  miles  across  from  East  to  West  and 
17  miles  from  North  to  South. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid~1955  population 
is  32,400.  (Permanent  Residents  only). 

The  year  under  report  has  been  an  exceptionally  busy  one  for  the 
Department,  no  less  than  12  contracts  for  v^ater  supply  and  sewerage 
having  been  undertaken,  as  v/ell  as  4  sev/er  and  water  main  extensions 
by  direct  labour. 

The  activities  of  the  Department  may  be  conveniently  sub¬ 
divided  into  Sev/erage  and  'Waterworks. 

I.  SEWERAGE  SECTION 

A.  Works  Carried  Out 


1 .  Exminster  Sewage  Treatment  Plant 


Work  has  commenced  on  the  construction  of  four  nev/ 
sludge  beds  which  v/ill  provide  an  additional  drying  area  of  624 
square  yards.  This  project  is  being  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

2.  Woodbury  Salterton  Housing  Site  Treatment  Plant 


The  1-^"  rising  main  for  the  discharge  of  effluent  v/as 
relaid  in  3"  cast  iron  by  direct  labour. 

3.  Lympstone  -  Underhill  Sewerage 

566  yards  of  9"  concrete  tube  and  6”  g.s.w.  foul  sewer 
were  laid,  together  v/ith  the  construction  of  1 5  standard  manholes. 
The  Contract  figure  for  this  work  v;as  £3? 710  and  the  Contractor 
Messrs.  Tancock  &  Co. 

4.  Alphington  -  Raglans  Sewerage 

656  yards  of  6"  g.SoW.  sewer  has  been  laid  from 
Church  Road,  Alphington  to  Raglans  Council  Housing  Site,  together 
with  the  construction  of  9  standard  manholes.  The  Contract 
figure  for  this  work  was  £2,330  and  the  Contractors  The  Counties 
Plant  Co.  Ltd. 


1 


n 

I 


I 


3»  Shillingford  St«  George  -  Sewerage  &  Se^mge  Disposal 


540  yards  of  6"  goS<,w«  sewer  were  laid  to  serve  the 
village,  together  with  ^2  standard  manholes,  and  the  construction 
of  a  complete  Sev/age  Treatment  Workeo  The  Contract  figure  for  the 
v/ork  was  £5j977^  and  the  Contractors  Messrs-  VVo  &  J.  Glossop  Ltdo 

6,  i^/hitestone  -  Sewerage  &  Sewage  Disposal 


685  yards  of  6"  g.SeWe  sewer  Y'jere  laid  to  serve  the 
village  together  with  13  standard  manholes,  and  the  construction 
of  a  complete  Sewage  Treatment  Works e  The  Contract  figure  for 
the  work  was  £6,201,  and  the  Contractors  Messrso  Northcotts  of 
Sxetero 


7.  Kenton  ~  South  Town  Outfall 

181  yards  of  existing  defective  effluent  pipe  were  relaid 
in  6”  Key  fibre  pipes  and  four  manholes  constructed,  together  with 
an  outfall  to  a  tidal  streamo  The  Contract  figure  for  the  work  was 
£503,  and  the  Contractors  the  Counties  Plant  Coo  Ltd* 

80  Exminster  -  Rising  Main 

540  yards  of  12”  cast  iron  pumping  main  were  laid  from 
the  Pumping  Station  to  the  Sewage  Works,  passing  under  the  main 
railway  line*  The  Contract  figure  for  this  work  v/as  £5j264j  and 
the  Contractors  The  Counties  Plant  Coo  Ltd» 

9o  Woodbury  -  Sewer  Extension 


51  yards  of  6”  and  4”  goSoWo  foul  sev/er  was  laid  by 
direct  labour  as  an  extension  of  the  Broadway  sewer  to  serve  a 
private  developer  at  a  rechargeable  cost  of  £125<> 

B»  Schemes  Prepared 


Owing  to  the  Technical  Staff  being  almost  wholly  engaged 
on  Contract  Supervision,  there  has  been  little  time  to  prepare  new 
schemes  other  than  those  for  water  supply,  and  the  following  small 
sewerage  schemes o 

1  0  Brampford  Speke  -  Sev/erage 


A  scheme  to  integrate  the  existing  sewerage  facilitieso 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £575= 

2«  Pinhoe  Relief  Sev/er 


A  9"  relief  sewer  to  avoid  flooding  in  the  main  road* 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £2450° 

3o  Starcross  -  Relaying  of  Foul  Sewer  in  Well  Street 

Relaying  of  99  yards,  of  24  inch  brick  barrel  culvert 
which  is  in  very  bad  conditiono  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
scheme  is  £1,250o 

C  0  Schemes  Approved  by  the  Ministry 

1 o  Bridford  Sewage  Treatment  Plant 

Although  the  scheme  has  been  approved,  no  starting 
date  has  been  awarded®  The  estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  is  £9,000® 
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Do  Cesspool  Emptier 


De-sludging  by  means  of  a  Cesspool  Emptier  has  again 
pr  .ved  very  efficient,  and  during  the  current  year,  12  additional 
tanks,  cesspits  and  treatment  works  have  been  passed  to  this 
Department  for  maintenance »  It  is  hoped  that  due  consideration  will 
be  given  in  the  future  to  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  machine 
operated  by  the  Council  in  order  to  avoid  the  expense  of  hiring o 

Bo  Yv'ork  Carried  out  -  General 


55  Choked  sewers  cleared 

5  Dev/  man’ioles  constructed 

4  Manhole  covers  and  frames  renewed 

6  Broken  sewers  repaired 

4  Outfalls  repaired 

Access  roads  to  Sewage  works  repaired 

Fencing  renewed  and  provided  at  Woodbury,  Otter ton 
Pinhoe  and  Clyst  Hydon 

Brooks  cleaned  out  at  East  Budleigh,  Kenton,  Otterton 
Poltimore  and  Woodbury  Salterton 

Sewers  chained  at  Alphington,  Kennford,  Ide, Starcf oss 

Newton  Poppleford  -  Sewage  field  12"  concrete  pipes 

laid  and  hand-stop  control  boxes  constructedo 

Kennford  -  70  yai-ds  of  6"  sev/er  relaid  in  main  village 
road 

Eewe  -  150  yards  of  land  drain  laidc 

Starcross  -  Collapsed  sewer  reinstated 

Alphington  Raglans  -  Council  House  Sewage  Treatment 
Works  demolished  and  removed <> 

II  vYATERV'ORKS  DEPARTMENT 
Ao  Works  Carried  Out 

I0  Starcross  -  Water  Supply  -  Contract  NOo  13 


The  relaying  of  5?  500  yards  of  6",  4*'  and  3”  spun  iron 
water  main  was  completed o  The  Contract  figure  was  £14? 547  and  the 
Contractors  -  Messrs »  Exeter  Building  Contractors  <> 

2o  Otterton  -  Water  Supply  -  Contract  NOo  15 


1  j  1  50  yards  of  4”  water  main  were  relaid,  the  work 
being  commenced  on  the  2lst  February,  l955o  The  Contract  figure  v/as 
£3? 624?  and  the  Contractors  -  Messrs,  W,  &  J,  Glossop  Ltd, 

3<=  Woodbury  -  Exeter  Road  Extension  -  Contract  No,  17 


885  yards  of  3”  asbestos  main  to  serve  development 
to  the  v/est  of  Woodbury  on  the  Exeter  Road  were  laid.  The 
Contract  figure  was  £950  and  the  Contractors  -  Messrs,  Hibberd 
of  Wincanton, 
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4o  Exton  -  Ebford  ~  Clyst  Sto  George  -  Contract  No®  1 9A 


Approximately  7  miles  of  6",  G",  4"  and  3”  cast  iron 
water  main  has  heen  laid  to  serve  Exton  -  Ehford  and  Clyst  Sto  George 
The  mains  laying  has  heen  completed  and  the  majority  of  the  local 
residents  are  now  receiving  a  piped  water  supplyo  The  Contract 
however  is  not  finally  completed  and  the  three  extensions,  although 
well  in  hand  are  still  outstanding.  The  total  Contract  figure 
for  this  work  is  £30,628,  and  the  Contractors  -  The  Counties  Plant 

COo  Ltdo 

5o  Lympstone  Reservoir  No,  2  -  Contract  No,  1 9B 


Preliminary  vvork  has  commenced  on  Lympstone  Reservoir  No, 
'Which  is  being  built  in  reinforced  concrete  with  a  capacity  of 
100,000  gallons.  The  Contract  figure  is  £9j603  and  the  Contractors 
Eo3oC,  and  Sleeman  Ltd, 

6o  Kenn  -  Trehill  House  Hater  Supply  -  Contract  No,  24 


240  yards  of  3’'  cast  iron  water  main  v/as  laid  to  serve 
Trehill  House,  The  Contract  figmre  was  £426  and  the  Contractors 
The  Counties  Plant  Co,  Ltd, 

7o  Topsham  -  Mount  Hov/e  Water  Supply  -  Contract  No,  26 


775  yards  of  4"  cast  iron  main  was  laid  from  Elm  Grove 
Road  to  Tresillian  Gardens  to  improve  the  existing  \?ater  pressure. 
The  Contract  figure  was  £2,102  and  the  Contractors  -  The  Counties 
Plant  COo  Ltdo 


80  Exminster  -  Exminster  Hill  IHater  Supply 


115  yards  of  3"  cast  iron  main  was  laid  by  direct  labour 
to  serve  an  existing  housing  development, 

9,  Topsham  -  Ashford  Road 

129  yards  of  3”  ’cast  iron  main  v/as  laid  by  direct  labour 
to  serve  a  proposed  housing  site  development, 

10,  Exminster  Sewage  Treatment  Plant 


540  yards  of  Bitumen  lined  steel  pipe  were  laid  to 
provide  v/ater  at  the  sev/age  treatment  plant ,  including  passing 
under  the  railway, by  direct  labour. 

Bo  Schemes  Prepared 

1 c  East  Budleigh  -  Middletown  Lane 


461  yards  of  3”  cast  iron  main  to  serve  Council 
Housing  development  and  other  properties  in  Middletov/n  Lane  at 
present  supplied  from  the  Exmouth  UoD,C,  rising  main.  Estimated 
Cost  £750* 

2o  East  Budleigh  -  Ting  Tong 


2,072  yards  of  3”  main  to  serve  development  in  the  Ting 
Tong  area.  Estimated  Cost  £4? 250, 
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Kenn  -  Trehill  House  Water  Supply 


2UO  yards  of  3"  cast  iron  v/ater  main  to  serve  Trehill 

House  o 

4o  Topsham  -  Ashford  Road 

129  yards  of  3”  main  to  serve  new  development. 

5o  Exminster  -  Exminster  Hill 

115  yards  of  3”  main  to  serve  new  development o 
63  Powderharn  'Water  Supply 

7070  yards  of  3”  water  main  to  serve  the  village  of 
Pov/derham  and  provide  a  linking  main  v/ith  Kenn.  Estimated 
Cost  £12,000o 

7o  Bridford  -  Windhill  Gate  . 


584  yards  of  3”  cast  iron  water  main  to  replace  corroded 
length  of  li-"  galvanised  iron  pipe,  together  with  extension  to 
Windhill  GatCo  Estimated  Cost  £1,025o 

So  Higher  Ashton  Water  Supply 

963  yards  of  3"  vi/ater  main  as  an  extension  to  the  West 
Regional  Water  Supply  to  supply  properties  not  covered  by  t'he  main 
scheme o  Estimated  Cost  £2,250 

9o  Mamhead  Water  Supply 


1 ,327  yards  of  3"  water  main  to  serve  the  village  of  Mamhead 
as  an  extension  of  the  West  Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme o  Estimated 
Cost  £2,650. 

IO0  Exton  -  Ehford  -  Clyst  Sto  George  Water  Supply  Extensions 


Three  extensions  covering  1,924  yards  of  3”  cast  iron 
pipe  and  1-^”  Bituiuen  lined  steel  pipso  Estimated  Cost  £3j325 

11  o  Bulk  Supply  to  Tiverton  RoDoCo 

1 y745  yards  of  5"  cast  iron  main*  Estimated  Cost  £4y1l0o 
Co  Schemes  Approved  by  the  I/iinistry 

1 o  East  Budleigh  -  Middletown  Lane 
.  2 3  Exton  -  Ebford  -  Clyst  St*  George  Extensions 
3o  Bridford  -  Windhill  Gateo 
Do  Chlorination  of  Water 

There  is  100^  chlorination  of- water  supplied  in  the 
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Ee  Byela^vs  and  'Regulations 


The  Model  Byelav/s  and  regulations  for  the  prevention 
of  the  waste  of  v/ater  originally  adopted  hy  the  Council  as  long 
ago  as  Decemher,  1952  were  confirmed  "by  the  Ministry,  and  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1956o 

Po  Metering  of  Mater  Supplies 


There  are  now  403  consumer's  meters,  an  increase  of  83 
over  last  yearo  Many  supplies  previously  unmetered  are  now 
metered  and  a  considerable  increase  in  revenue  has  resulted., 

G.  T/aste  Detection 


Waste  Detection  Meters  are  fixed  on  all  reservoirs 
throughout  the  district  and  regular  v/eekly  night  flo¥/  tests  are 
made  to  keep  a  check  on  the  wastage  of  \/atero 

Ho  Mains 


There  are  now  110<>9  miles  of  main  in  your  Statutory  j-,.reao 
lo  Bulk  Supplies  to  Other  Authorities 


A  bulk  supply  was  afforded  throughout  the  year  to  the 
North  Devon  Water  Board  for  the  parishes  of  Dunsford  and  Holcombe 
Burnell o 

Agreement  hs.s  been  reached  to  afford  a  further  bulk  supply 
to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  for  Efford  and  Shute® 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  Tiverton  Rural  District  Council 
to  afford  them  a  bulk  supply  for  Thorvertouo 

J«  Development  of  Water  Undertaking 


It  is  nov/  almost  five  years  since  the  formation  of  your 
Engineer's  Department,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  great  grov/th 
of  the  v/ater  undertaking  during  this  period o 


The  relevant  particulars  are  as  follows ; - 


] 

i 

Formation  of 
Engineer ' s 
Department 

Present  Day 

1 

1 

55  1 

j 

Increase! 

j 

51/2 

55/6 

; 

Population  Served 

8,100 

15,500 

i 

91.5  1 

Daily  Domestic  Consumption 

250,000 

458,000 

83o2  1 

Daily  Domestic  Consumption 

1 

(per  head) 

31 

29.6 

Daily  Metered  Consumption 

11 ,000 

157,000 

1327 

Total  Daily  Consumption  of 

Water  (average) 

26l ,000 

615,000 

136 

Water  Mains 

30o93 

110.9 

258 

Reservoirs 

6 

15 

150 

Pumping  Stations 

4 

11 

175 

Chlorinators 

3 

11 

266 

Meters  (Consumers) 

73 

403 

452 

Meters  (Waste) 

1  1 

1 

12 

1100  1 

: 

These  figures  are  illustrated  on  the  graphs  on  the  next  pageo 
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K,  Bacteriological  Samples 

Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  through  the  year, 
all  of  Y/hich  produced  a  Class  I  water  supply „ 

Lo  Works  Carried  Out 

The  follov/ing  are  the  main  works,  additional  to 
maintenance,  carried  out  during  the  year  hy  direct  labour; - 

295  Tappings  (New) 

83  Meters  fixed 

8  Burst  mains  repaired 

1 1  Leaking  mains  repaired 

12  Stopcocks  and  services  repaired/renewed 

68  Services  renewed  (Otterton) 

13  Services  renev/ed  (Starcross) 

1 2  Sluice  Valves  replaced 

2  Sluice  Valves  repaired 

Emergency  Y/ater  supplies  provided  at;--  Aylesheare 

New  mains  flushed  and  chlorinated  at;-  Starcross 
Topsham,  Kenn,  Lympstone,  Exton,  Ehford  and  Clyst 
Sto  C-eorge 

Hydrant  repairs  for  Devon  County  Fire  Service 

Lympstone  -  Underhill  -  Water  main  diverted 

Otterton  -  1 6OO  ft^  of  1*'  water  pipe  laid  to  Lower  Finn 
Farm  and  Booster  installed,, 

Rockheare  -  Pressure  tank  installed  and  v/ater  tower 
disconnected 

Topsham  -  Tresillian  G-ardens  -  Tee  inserted,  sluice 
valves  fixed  and  new  Mount  Hov/e  vmter  suppler  connected 

5  Meter  pits 

Harpford  -  Burrow  -  Nev/  pump  house  constructed^ 

III.  GENERAL 

A,  Plant 

The  folloY/ing  plant  was  purchased  during  the  year;- 
Warsop  Pump 

Van  for  Water  Inspector 
Road  breaker 
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B.  Expenditure  Analysis 

The  ne..''  coo-ing'  system  for  the  analysis  of  all  expenditure 
has  oeen  in  use  as  from  the  financial  year  commencing  April  1955o 

The  amountj  diversity  and  value  of  stores  handled  hy 
the  Department  is  of  course  increasing  in  proportion  to  the  growth 
of  the  work  undertaken„  Under  your  present  approved  system^  all 
issues  of  stores  are  made  hy  the  V/ater  Inspectors,  the  Sewerage 
Foreman  Bricklayer  and  the  Plumhers,  As  soon  as  the  new  depot  at 
iopsham  comes  into  use,  I  feel  that  the  time  v/ill  he  opportune  for  the 
whole  of  the  stores  issues,  records  etc, ,  to  he  made  the  responsibility 
of  a  full-time  Glerk/Storekeeper ,  and  no  douht  you  will  give 
consideration  to  tnis  proposal  in  the  near  future, 

C,  Central  Depot 


A  site  for  a  Central  Depot  has  heen  purchased  at  Topsham 
and  when  this  is  in  -operation,  it  should  prove  a  great  asset  to  the 
Department, 

IV,  SUMIAARY 


The  present  position  concerning  a  piped  water  supply  and 
sewerage  is  summarised  in  the  Appendix, 

V,  CONCLUSION 


The  year  under  report  has  seen  further  notevi^orthy 
advances  in  the  provision  of  v/ater  supplies  and  sewferage  throughout 
the  District,  Unfortunately,  the  rate  at  which  these  necessities 
of  life  are  being  provided^  already  restricted  hy  the  smallness  of 
the  Technical  staff  in  the  Department  will  apparently  he  further 
restricted  hy  the  Capital  Expenditure  policy  of  the  Government, 

It  is  to  he  hoped  that  there  will  he  some  easing  of  these  restrictions 
|l  during  the. next  year^  so  that  work  can  again  he  continued  on  these 
j^very  essential  projects, 

■j;  As  in  other  years  the  Technical  Staff  and  I  have  dealt 

v/ith  a  considerable  amount  of  v/ork  outside  normal  working  hours, 
•.'resulting  in  numerous  call-outs  to  deal  v/ith'various  emergenciesa 

I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  Water  and  Sev/erage  ComiTiittee 
and  Chief  Officers  of  other  Departments,  for  their  help  and  ready 
{co-operation  throughout  the  year, 

*  I  am,-  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

f 

I  Yours  obedient  Servant, 

!l  ‘  C,  HOlVYRD  PENDLSBURY, 

Engineer, 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  SAIITT  THOMAS 


APPENDIX 
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I 

i  : 

i  Population  | 

1 

1 

Parish  ! 

t 

Acres  i 

1931  I 

1951 

1 

Water  | 

i 

Pers  ; 

Pers  1 

Male  1 

t 

Female  1 

Pers  i 
per  ; 

1 

t 

Alphington 

2297  1 

990  j 

1321  1 

j 

625  ! 

696  1 

0.58  j 

Yes 

Ashcombe 

1971  I 

144  1 

127  1 

72  1 

55  1 

I 

0.06  1 

No 

Ashton  i 

2182  ! 

166  1 

187  I 

90  1 

97  i 

0.09 

Yes 

Aylesheare 

2878  1 

307  1 

369  I 

181  1 

188  1 
s 

0.13 

Part  I 

Bicton  1 

1305  ; 

120  1 

118  1 

58  1 
! 

60  1 

j 

0.09 

Yes  1 

BrampPord  Speke 

1056  ; 

276  1 

310  1 

135  1 

175  I 
1 

0.29 

Yes  1 

j 

Bridford 

4151 1 

455  1 

462  1 

230  j 

232  j 

0.11 

Yes  1 

Broadclyst 

9326] 

1  904  ,-1 

2057  1 

1003 

1054  1 

0.22 

Part  1 

Chris  toviT 

3263; 

611  i 

590  I 

285 

305  j 

0.18 

Yes  1 

Clyst  Honiton 

1786 ; 

300  i 

387  1 

206 

181 

i 

0.22 

Yes  1 

Clyst  Hydon 

1764; 

260 

236"  1 

117 

119 

■ 

0.13 

Part  1 

Clyst  St.  George  1040! 

210 

221 

■ 

97 

124 

0.21 

Yes  j 

Clyst  St. 

■ 

44 

0.03 

Part  1 

Lav\^rence 

1027| 

94 

84 

40 

Clyst  St.  Mary 

589; 

140 

230 

133 

97 

0.39 

No  i 

Colaton  RaleigB 

3979  ! 

519 

486 

235 

251 

0.12 

Yes  ! 
Pte  I 

Doddiscombsleigh  2441  ! 

228 

200 

107 

93 

0.03 

Yes  I 

Dunchideock 

968  ! 

145 

137 

63 

74 

0.14 

Yes  1 

Dnnsf ord 

1  6042 1 

547 

596 

318 

278 

0.10 

Yes  1 

East  Bndleigh 

1  2394  i 

768 

729 

338 

391 

0,30 

Yes 

Exi'iiinster 

461 7 ; 

2793 

3105 

1330 

1775 

0.67 

: 

Yes  i 

1  i 

1  : 

Parringdon 

i  1466 ! 

196 

258 

151 

107 

I 

0.18 

No 

i  1 

Harpf ord 

!  2581 

774 

941 

411 

1'  5  30 

0.36 

j  Yes 

i 

Holcombe  Burnell  1  853  j 

165 

;  186 

84 

1  102 

0.10 

1  Yes 

Huxham 

1  779  j 

135 

1  94 

44 

1  50 

1  0.12 

1 

j  Yes 

Ide 

j  1712' 

629 

j  624 

300 

1  324 

I  0,36 

f 

i  Yes 

1 

Kenn-Kennf 0  r d 

!  5331 1 

770 

1  964 

1  487 

477 

!  0,18 

j  Yes 

Kenton  ( Starcross^l 92 ; 

1837 

1  1987 

1  1078 

1  909 

0.33 

i  Yes 
• 

^npstone 

i  973  i 

1042 

1  1327 

1  559 

I  768 

1.36 

I  Yes 

1 

MaiTihead 

i  1I82I 

127 

1  101 

1 

I  53 

I  0.09 

i  Part 

Nethcrexe 

1  685 ; 

75 

1  59 

i  29 

1  30 

1  0.09 

I  Yes 

Otterton 

■  3286 1 

599 

657 

1  313 

1  344 

1  0.20 

i  Yes 

Pinhoe 

1  1579! 

1273 

i  2327 

1  1072 

1  1 255 

1.47 

1 

1  Yes 

Powderham 

!  1485^ 

156 

i  141 

!  68 

!  73 

i  0.09 

i 

1  Part 

Pol  tir.ior’e 

t  1 

!  1 740 ; 

246 

!  299 

141 

i  158 

;  0.17 

i  Yes 

Rockbeame  (Marsh  ■ 

Green)  2334; 

Rewe  •  ^ 335 

491 

230 

595 
;  281 

i 

i  292 
142 

i 

i  303 
‘  139 

i 

i  0.25 
^  0,21 

i  Part 
i  Yes 

Sewer 


Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Part 

Part 

Yes 

Yes 

Part 

Part 

No 

Part 

Yes 

Part 

No 

No 

Part 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Part 

No 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SA.INT  THOMAS 

appendix 


*  *  *  .A.*— *»i 

Population 

Parish 

Acres 

1931 

1951 

Water 

Sewer 

Pers  I  Pers 

i 

Male 

Female 

Pers 

per 

.acre 

Shill ingford 

St,  George 

415 

72 

103 

44 

64 

0.26 

Yes 

Yg  s 

Sow ton 

1659 

412 

464 

229 

235 

0.23 

Yes 

Part 

Stoke  Canon 

863 

348 

326 

153 

173 

0.38 

Yes 

Part 

Tedhurn  St.  Mary  4527 

458 

580 

291 

289 

0.13 

Yes 

Part 

Topshan 

1134 

2633 

3573 

1649 

1924 

3,15 

Yes 

Yes 

Upton  Pyne 

2345 

334 

333 

192 

191 

0.16 

Yes 

No 

iYhimple 

5033 

775 

891 

433 

458 

0.29 

Yes 

Pte 

Yes 

ffhitestone 

5302 

499 

578 

270 

308 

0.11 

Yes 

Yes 

iYoodhury 

6720 

1637 

2284 

1346 

938 

0.34 

Yes 

Yes 

TOTALS 

114592 

26940 

31980 

1 5489 

16491 

0.28 

Registrar  General's  Estimate 

32400 

(mid  1955) 

(36) 

37 

- 

Parishes 

have  mains 

water 

(7) 

7 

- 

Parishes 

are  partly 
supply 

covered  hy 

a  main  v/ater 

(19) 

21 

- 

Parishes 

have  main  1 

Irainage 

(14) 

14 

— 

Parishes 

are  partly 

covered  hy 

main  drainage 

1954/55  Figures  are  given  in  brackets 
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